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Grades 6 – 8

Lesson Plan Type Standard Lesson

Estimated Time Four or five 45-‐minute sessions

Lesson Author

Publisher

 

Students will

Describe key information of a text from a prescribed viewpoint

Discuss differing viewpoints

Discover the importance of viewpoint in a text

Compose alternative viewpoints of a selected text

 

Divide the class into two groups. Explain that they are going to be reading a short piece of text and their task is
to remember as many details as possible from the text. Tell one half of the class that they are burglars and the
other half of the class that they are real estate agents, without divulging the roles to the opposite groups. Turn
on the overhead of The House and read it aloud to your students. While you are reading, students should not be
taking notes. Once the reading is complete, turn off the overhead and ask students to list as many details as they
can remember about the house from the text (e.g., descriptions of rooms, items located in the house, layout of
house). This part of the activity should be limited to 2-‐3 minutes. Students then share their lists within their
group. (For larger classes, students can be broken into 4 groups, 2 for each prescribed role.) Distribute chart
paper to each group so that students can record their lists. Hang both sheets of chart paper on the front wall of
the classroom. Discuss the similarities and differences between the two lists, and allow students to guess the
viewpoint of the other group. Discuss whether the lists would be different from another viewpoint (e.g., child,
interior decorator, pet dog).
 

LESSON PLAN

The Big Bad Wolf: Analyzing Point of View in Texts

INSTRUCTIONAL PLAN

STUDENT OBJECTIVES

1. OPENING ACTIVITY

2. BEFORE READING



Activate students' prior knowledge by asking for volunteers to retell the story of The Three Little Pigs. Most of
your students will have some background knowledge of this popular fairy tale; however, each student will have a
slightly different recollection of the story.
 

Read aloud two different versions of The Three Little Pigs. You may select a traditional version [e.g., The Three

Little Pigs by James Marshall (Dutton, 1989)] and a culturally diverse version [e.g., The Three Little Cajun Pigs by
Berthe Amoss (MTC Press, 1999)]. Depending on your needs, you may choose to use different cultural versions
with your class. Model a compare/contrast of the two versions by using an online Venn Diagram or Venn Diagram
mobile app. This activity serves as a model for the next part of the lesson.
 

Schedule time in your computer lab for this part of the lesson. Group students in pairs at each computer and
have them investigate the SurLaLune Fairy Tales website. Working with a partner allows students to engage in
discussion throughout their investigation. Partners will then select two different versions of the same tale and
complete a compare/contrast using the online Venn Diagram or the Venn Diagram mobile app. Students should
print their Venn diagram when this task is completed.
 

Upon returning to the classroom, talk about and share the different versions of the fairy tales that were explored
on the SurLaLune Fairy Tales website. Some interesting discussions usually develop at this point and students
often want to go back to the website to look at other tales. They can use the computers in the classroom or visit
the website at home.
 

Introduce the next story by engaging students in a discussion about gossip and rumors. Talk about what happens
when they overhear something in the hallway and how the spreading of a rumor can often be misinterpreted. This
gives students something that they can identify and connect with in their own daily lives.
 

Read aloud The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by A. Wolf.

 

Discuss similarities and differences between this text and a more traditional story of The Three Little Pigs. Draw
on different versions of fairy tales from the SurLaLune Fairy Tales website using students' Venn Diagrams.
Students recognize the purpose of the lesson; the focus being that there are not only different versions of a
story, but different viewpoints to consider when reading a story.
 

Students are to select one fairy tale and rewrite the tale from the viewpoint of a different character or object
within the tale (i.e., a "twisted tale"). Students can use the books selected from the library or online Web
resources to help make their selection. Although you may encourage students to use a favorite fairy tale from
their childhood, they may also choose a new tale that they have never read before. You might also choose to
have them write their story using the Fractured Fairy Tales online tool, which allows students to rewrite The

Princess and the Pea, Jack and the Beanstalk, and Little Red Riding Hood. 

Depending on the group of students, it may be necessary to provide additional examples of "twisted tales" to help
with their writing activity. Some additional resources are the online Cinderella Project, Twelve Impossible Things

3. READ ALOUD

4. ONLINE INVESTIGATION

5. FOLLOW-‐UP DISCUSSION

6. SCAFFOLDING

7. READ ALOUD

8. WRAP UP

9. WRITING ACTIVITY



Before Breakfast, and A Wolf at the Door and Other Retold Fairy Tales. Typically, these stories can be read
aloud in class on each day of the lesson to give students more examples and models for their own writing.
 

Students share their "twisted tales" with the class. Their tales can be read in front of the class or their point of
view can be shared. Collect a copy of the story for assessment purposes.
 

Students answer the following questions for the fairy tale they selected:

How does the way the text is written help shape your interpretation?

How does this text lend itself to alternative interpretations? 

Note: These questions were selected from: A Measure of Success by Fran Claggett (Heinemann, 1996).
 

Create a classroom book containing all of the "twisted tales" written by students.

As a social studies extension, discuss how history is usually told from a particular viewpoint. In addition,
culturally diverse versions of tales can be integrated into units of study.

Storytelling. Students learn how to tell their story in front of an audience (e.g., a class of younger children).

Debating. Select volunteers to debate one version of a tale from different character viewpoints. Students
should already be familiar with debating.

Mock trial. Use The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by A. Wolf as a model for this activity. Students
volunteer for different roles (e.g., judge, jury, lawyers, 3 pigs, wolf). Most students are familiar with
courtroom proceedings from television programs. Some guidelines should be developed ahead of time. For
example, lawyers are limited to "time on the floor" to present their arguments and the judge and jury make
the final ruling. The model tale can be followed by new "court cases" based on the "twisted tales" that students
have written.

 

Observe the dialogue between students and anecdotal notes based on class discussions.

Review students' Venn Diagrams to make sure they understand key elements about fairy tales and how to
compare them.

Review students' "twisted tales;" check to see if they understand how to write from varying viewpoints.

Review students' journal responses to the questions

 

10. AUTHOR'S SHARE

11. JOURNAL

EXTENSIONS

STUDENT ASSESSMENT/REFLECTIONS
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