Bringing Recognition to the Lenape Tribe
· [image: http://images.clipart.com/thw/thw11/CL/5433_2005010014/000803_1079_79/21223881.thb.jpg?000803_1079_7928_v__v]Do you like to eat corn, potatoes, sunflower seeds, and peanuts? 
· Have you seen people with the Mohawk haircut? 
· Have you seen a mom carrying her baby on her back?  
These items and traditions can be traced back to the original residents of New Jersey, the Lenni Lenape Native American Tribes.

These tribes have traditions, which have survived to the present today.  But have you ever seen a Lenni Lenape here today?  You haven't.  That's because the colonists who came to this area and took away their land.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This happened to all of the different tribes of Native Americans that once lived across North America.  To make amends for this poor treatment, the United States provides reservations (protected lands for the tribes) and gives  money to support education and businesses for those tribes of Native Americans still alive today.  

However, in New Jersey and Pennsylvania the Lenni Lenape are not officially recognized as a tribe by the United States.  Is this fair?  Why would the government think this? Should the Lenni Lenape tribes, who have shaped the culture in the eastern United States, have that recognition? 
In January of 1992, the Nanticoke-Lenni Lenape tribe sent a letter to the Bureau of Indian Affairs asking to be recognized by the US as an Indian Tribe.  The bureau has still not made a decision.  That’s a long time to wait for an answer.
Given that their traditions are a large part of our daily lives today, it is time for you to investigate this issue further and form your own opinion.    

image1.jpg





ring Recogion oo Loapo Tre

- Do ascom poes.
[Eo——————

P -

ey soo o caryng o bty o bk

e e o A T

e ot Mt
BT

s st o et e st e
S rorss et Goosd s e e v v Py
g oo e s o o Nt A s e
=

Howores o sy ey oL Loapn o sy
ey e By Unis . s h 7 Wy vk

o ook 7S h e i b, o 13 0
e e e s et o

By o 1052 R Lot LU i cr st o s
e s e o e g w1
Gt e s o gt ol e by s ooy 5 you
btk bbb



