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Origins of United States Immigrants, 1880–1990

6 million  
from Asia

13 million from Central and 
South America

350,000  
from Africa

150,000 from Australia  
and New Zealand

40 million  
from Europe
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19
25

19
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19
75

20
00

1892 — Ellis Island opened; 
Chinese Exclusion Act barred 
Chinese immigrants

1798 — Naturalization Act 
required immigrants to stay 14 
years before getting citizenship

1886 — Statue 
of Liberty built

1996 — Illegal Immigration 
Act allows gov’t to send illegal 
aliens back to their homeland

1885 — Alien Act prohibited 
people from entering the U.S. under 
previously arranged work contracts

1990 — Immigration Act established 
a 700,000 person per year quota

1907 — Gentleman’s Agreement with 
Japan where Japanese gov’t promised 
not to issue passports to Japanese 
citizens looking to enter the U.S.

1917 — Immigration Act 
required immigrants to 
pass a reading test to enter
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